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NEVER TOO LATE 


If you missed notifying us, in time 
for Christmas announcements, about 
those friends whom you wish to re- 
ceive Between the Lines for a year 
as a gift from you, send the subscrip- 
tions as New Year’s gifts. Here is 
a fine way to start the New Year by 
helping some Christian understand 
more largely what his faith is up 
against and what victories it can 
achieve. If you have friends and rel- 
atives who insist on having the truth, 
they’re the folks we’re hunting for. 
Send in the names with a dollar for 
each, and we will send greeting cards 
to announce your gift. 

Due to post office regulations, we 
cannot accept subscriptions carrying 
an APO number. 











Moving Spotlight 
Chemical Steel Monopoly 

News of the federal government’s anti- 
trust crackdown on the 18 big steel corpora- 
tions, for conspiring arbitrariy to fix and 
maintain uniform, monopolistic prices and 
profits on stainless steel, was suppressed in 
many papers, published in others. The most 
important angle of the indictment is the 
matter of the jointly-held chemical process 
corporation called Chemical Foundation, 
Inc., and its parallel agent, the Nirosta Cor- 
poration, great metal-chemical companies 
interlinked with various steel companies 
throughout the world, the activities of which 
have been kept comparatively secret for 
many years. The government charges that 
Chemical Foundation was organized right 
after World War I to recover control of 
the German secret steel processes which had 
been taken over by this government at. the 
entrance of the United States in the 
war. These secret  steel-chemical pro- 
cesses were shared by the chemical holding 
companies and the steel companies ‘associated 
with them in this country and in Germany. 


Land Distribution 

The Russians are still carrying on the 
liquidation and division of the large landed 
estates in Poland. The property of the 
former Polish aristocrats is being broken 
up in. a manner that gives 12 acres to 
each landless peasant,—peasants who for- 
merly were little more than serfs’ on these 
same estates. It will take a lot of. planning 
and propaganda in London to overcome the 
influence of these widely publicized (except 


(Continued on next page) 


THOUSANDS OF YOUNG MEN are dying today because, 25 years ago, idealism 
in international policy was scoffed at by “hard-headed realists.” Thousands of young 
men are dying today because, twelve years ago, although idealists were saying we must 
do something about German youth,—their hunger and desperate sense of hopelessness, 
—“hard-headed realists,’ who were making millions secretly selling military equipment 
to the German militarists, scoffed again and said we must arm Germany to balance 
the scales against Bolshevism. Today the idealist is saying that we must not build 
a peace that depends on guns and bombs, but the “hard-headed realists” are again 
scoffing and are talking about building the biggest armies in the world. 

Look deeply into the eyes of your small son, or some other man’s little boy. If 
you look deep enough and long enough, you will discover that it is the idealist who 
is hard-headed, and that the so-called “hard-headed realist” is really a man with a 
soft head but a hard heart. 


_ X-Ray and Forecast 


; Intervention 


As the war slogs on, the tempo of diplomatic action increases. It has now become 
almost an open diplomatic slugging match between Moscow and London,- with Wash- 
ington officials sitting uneasily on the side lines. We reported to our readers on this 
development for months in the past while nearly all news of it was being suppressed, 
so that, now.that any intelligent reader can see from the headlines what is going on, 
we will reserve our comment for some of the equally important but less known ‘issues. 

The British effort to force conservative policies on Italian and Greek leaders has 
finally brought open and violent rebellion, first in Greece and to a less violent degree 
in Italy. However, when the Germans are cleared out of North Italy, watch for some 
severe revolutionary outbreaks any place in that country but especially in the industrial 
north. The threatened civil war in Greece, with the conservatives representing the 
old aristocracy and monarchy armed by and supplied openly by the British and backed 
by the actual presence of British occupation forces, as against the liberal and left wing 
forces, presents a picture of what can happen in Italy. 

The rugged iridependence of the French has prevented open interference by the 
Allies there, and London has been spending some uncomfortable hours guessing about 
and trying to decipher the results of the de Gaulle-Stalin conference which followed 
so soon the admittedly unsatisfactory Churchill-Stalin conference. 

In a word, the. liberal-socialist forces, usually sparked by active communist groups, ’ 
in all liberated areas in Europe are desperately trying to seize power, and London 
leaders are just as desperately trying to enforce the return of Europe’s old status quo, 


i although 75 per cent or more of the%people do not want it. 


Of course, Mr. Churchill tells hig Parliament that he is trying to protect the people 
of Italy. and Greece from communist dictatorship forced upon them by armed bands 
of outlaws and guerillas. What Mr. Churchill does not tell Parliament is that he, 
too, arms and supports bands of monarchists and hires mercenaries to place, by force, 
the old ‘kings and regimes again in power. The armed guerillas Mr. Churchill denounces 
were the underground fighters who carried on the war for liberation during the years 
of Nazi occupation. 


America’s Attitude 


In the meantime, American big business is trying to force a closer cooperation be- 
tween our government and London as against any closer cooperation with Moscow. 
Mr. Roosevelt is adroitly playing both ends against the middle by keeping his domestic 
power intact with a-ClO-liberal allegiance and giving ground to big business on foreign 


policy. There is reason to hope for a clearer and firmer attitude on the part of our 
State Department since the appointment of Edward R. Stettinius, Jr., as Secretary. 
Mr. Stettinius hasalready issued a formal statement to Britain and Russia that the 
European peoples be allowed to establish their own government without outside inter- 
ference—something the extremely conservative and slow-moving Cordell Hull refrained 
from doing. No doubt American popular revulsion to Churchill and Stalin maneuvers 
prompted this State Department gesture, although we hope it is more than a gesture 
and expresses a firm stand to be taken against London’s brazen game of power politics 
in Greece-and Italy. 


(Continued on next page) 
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X-Ray and Forecast 
(Continued from middle page) 


Subsidies 

Big agricultural interests are at last awakening to the dilemma 
they have been slowly creating for themselves. For years large 
southern cotton growers have demanded government subsidies to 
support a profitable price for cotton in return for support of an ad- 
ministration which they considered otherwise entirely too liberal to 
be safe. With synthetic products cutting in, and beef and grain 
interests getting ready also to demand continued post-war price main- 
tenance at government expense, the large cotton growers are ap- 
parently among the first to awaken to the fact that further govern- 
ment subsidy means the absolute establishment of a government- 
managed economy ... and that is the last thing they want! 

In the instance of cotton, if government support is not given, 
prices will drift to low levels under the influence of the much cheaper 
foreign cotton and synthetic cotton substitutes. Industrialized agri- 
culture controlled by wealthy land owners and corporations, which 
makes up much more of American agriculture than the average citi- 
zen realizes, thus faces a severe and significant decision. It is for 
this reason that considerable hush-hush has been maintained regard- 
ing recent meetings in Washington of the representatives of big cot- 
ton growers whose sessions were also attended by other important 
production representatives. You would never gather from the mild 
press reports that some of the big fellows have been staring at the 
handwriting on the wall. We had better not just leave it that 
way for their problem simply spotlights the transition our entire 
economic system is facing, and who of us is not included in that? 


Union Attacks Imperialism 

One of the largest CIO unions recently passed resolutions de- 
nouncing imperialism in Asia. It condemned British policies in 
India and all imperialistic policies in Dutch and French possessions. 
But while the press gave considerable space to the convention of 
this large union, this, one of its most important statements, was al- 
most entirely censored. 


Truth-Teller Silenced 

Upton Close, courageous broadcaster, is being forced off the air 
because he has made too many “indiscreet comments” on the lack 
of democracy in Russia. American communists, now at their peak 
of influence in Washington, raised a storm. Also, Mr. Close’s reveal- 
ing reports concerned imperialist intrigues in Asia, and he generally 
disregarded the State Department’s efforts to hush up everything 
that really tells the truth about the imperialistic duplicities of our 
allies. So, one of the few voices in America with courage enough 
to tell the truth is silenced—we hope only temporarily. 


Correction 


In our issue of November 6, in referring to the political campaign 
charges concerning John Foster Dulles and the association of his 
firm with pro-axis business concerns, we stated that these charges 
stand without challenge. Several of our readers have pointed out 
that The Christian Century of October 25 did challenge these charges 
and refute them. 

The wording of our statement was not clear. We meant to 
imply, and should have more exactly stated, that Mr. Dulles’ firm 
of international lawyers, Sullivan and Cromwell, have represented 
international banking houses with pro-axis connections. We have 
great regard for The Christian Century—and for Mr. Dulles, too, 
for that: matter—but our information, coming from banking circles 
in Wall Street, still leaves us believing it unfortunate that Mr. Dulles’ 
firm has been the legal representative of the banking house of J. 
Henry Schroeder, the Schroeder Trust Company, and certain Amer- 
ican utilities. We also maintain that the real defense of Mr.: Dulles 
is that it is most unethical and absurd to judge a lawyer by the 
character of his clients. 


Brother Jim Crow, the Story of the FEPC 
e Part III 


As a special survey of the much-discussed race situation in 
America, Between the Lines is presenting to its readers an evalua- 
tion, as it appeared in a Post-War World Council report, of the 


Fair Employment Practice Committee. The FEPC was set up at 
a time when hundreds of thousands of Negroes, their anger aroused 
to dangerous heights, were demanding the right to work. War in- 
dustries were booming, but almost generally practiced race discrimi- 
nation in hiring workers. The FEPC, aided by the scarcity of war 
workers, has done much to alleviate this situation. 

It was not only management which practiced race discrimination ; 
the color bar has been written into the constitutions of some of the 
oldest and most powerful unions, notably the railroad brotherhoods. 
The southern railroads employed Negroes extensively in all cate- 
gories of employment up to but not including the engineers and the 
conductors. As the railroads found it necessary, in the years be- 
tween 1924 and 1942, to reduce personnel, the Negro, not having 
the protection of the powerful railroad unions, was squeezed out. 
Their elimination, over a period of three decades, was accomplished 
by a combination of violence and chicanery. In 1911, Negro switch- 
men were murdered by job-jealous white railroaders calling them- 
selves “Zulus.” At the pit of the depression Negro firemen were 
shot out of their cabs. 


Good-Bye, Chattanooga Choo-Choo 


The Negro firemen got their first big jolt during World War I. 
Attracted by the higher wages paid in war industries, numbers of 
them left their jobs and went north. To prevent the threatened 
demoralization of rail transportation, Secretary McAdoo intervened 
and equalized the pay of whites and blacks. That would have been 
a victory for the Negroes if only they had enjoyed the job protection 
enjoyed by members of white unions. They didn’t. Moreover, the 
carriers, interested primarily in cheap labor, now had no further 
reason to defend them from the aggression of white unions. 

There followed, for the Negroes, a long agony of attrition, which 
was scarcely relieved by the huge literature of jurisdictional disputes 
between the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers and the Brother- 
hood of Locomotive Firemen and Enginemen. Each of these white 
unions was eager to “represent” the Negroes, to whom neither was 
prepared to extend membership. 

This Alice In Wonderland arrangement was climaxed in February, 
1941, when the Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen and Enginemen 
made a seemingly innocent contract with the Southeastern Carrier’s 
Conference, representing twenty-five southern railways. The agree- 
ment provided that the proportion of non-promotable firemen and 
helpers on other than steam power should not exceed 50 per cent. 
For all practical purposes “non-promotable’ means. Negroes. It 
should be noted that the agreement sets a maximum for Negro em- 
ployment on the Diesels but no minimum. In practice, various jokers 
in the contract are used to exclude Negroes entirely. Today, while 
Negroes are not permitted to operate the Diesel, they 2re frequently 
called upon to train the white men who will replace them. When 
a Negro dies, retires or is fired, no Negro replaces him. It is always 
a white man. In short, the intent of the present policy is clear, and 
its joint execution by the carriers and. the white unions admits of 
few exceptions. 

The strategic importance of saving: these colored firemen’s jobs 
can scarcely be exaggerated. If the FEPC cannot prevent the un- 
fair and illegal elimination of Negro workers from jobs in which 
they have been established for nearly a century, its ability to open 
up new opportunities for Negroes will be seriously impaired. If it 
permits defiance or evasion of the President’s order by the powerful 
rail Brotherhoods, it may eventually face a relapse into Jim Crowism, 
especially after the war, by other unions which have recently begun 
to see the light. On the other hand, if the latest offensive of the 
Brotherhood-carrier coalition can be stopped, then the way is opened 
for more and more upgrading of Negro workers not merely on the 
railroads but throughout industry. Nothing short of this will satisfy 
the Negroes and in fact nothing short of this will give a socially 
sound and permanent solution of the problem. 

But even more profound issues are posed by this case. All students 
of interracial problems recognize that most race conflicts are rooted 
in economic .competition. That is why such conflicts are sharpened 
during a depression—witness the “Zulu” and other outrages of the 
early thirtfies—and are eased when jobs become plentiful as at present. 
Henry A. Wallace has pointed out that it will not be enough to 
police the post-war world; we must also free it from want and en- 
forced idleness. For in an economy of abundance—perhaps only in 
such an. economy—our race problems, like most of our other social 
problems, become relatively easy of solution. 


(To be continued in an early issue) 





